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Why Protoplanetary Disks in a 
Meeting on Exo-Planets and 
Debris Disks ? 
• These are the evolutionary precursors of 
debris disks, 
• The places where gas giant planets form, 
• The place where volatile rich planetesimals 
are prodllced which can deliver organics 
and water to terrestrial planets 
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• 
Lya., and fro111 FUSE data. 
COlnn10n feature appears to 
be presence of central 
cavities in disks. 
• 
• • 
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DIscrepant measures 0 accretIon from 81'\/ and I 
In the FUV pinpoint other stars with little accretion. 
I R data from Garcia Lopez (2006) 
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Lessons Learned 
• Coronagraphic imagery of the disk is crucial in 
constraining modeling of the IR data. 
• Majority of Meeus I sources have disks as flat as 
the Meeus II sources: they are bright in scattered 
light because they lack inner disk material. 
• Dllst settling and growth precedes the end of 
accretion; the end of accretion does not appear to 
be linked to rllnning out of gas, but may be linked 
to formation of large bodies in the disk. 
Implications for Future 
Instrulnents and Miss011S 
• The smaller the IW A the better. 
• Measurement of disk outer radii depends on a 
FOV sufficient to ensure that there is a firm sky 
detection. Similar needs for zodi detection. 
• Disks and planetary systems exist in context: a 
sufficient field of view to image the full system 
and nearby companions is crucial for the 
interpretation of particular systems. 
• Outer disks span a much~ much wider range in 
surface brightness than had been anticipated: need 
for large intra-scene dynamic range 
